Characteristics of an Epic
(you should be able to apply these all to Beowulf)

	
	The EpicA long, narrative poem which presents adventures on a grand, heroic scaleadventures are episodes contributing to formation of a race or nationadventures are united through a central figure.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


· A long story in poem form.
· An epic has a hero.

· The epic is the story of the hero's travels and his fights with monsters, gods, and bad guys

· An epic is in the 3rd person.

· Epics were originally sung, often to a harp.

· Epics contain information about the culture that created them: religion, dress & ornaments, homes, weapons and war, roles of men and women, values, moral standards.

· Epics often contain clues to what the people who created them feared or did not understand: natural disasters, natural features (like boiling springs and water red with rust), death, the heavens, storms. 

· Action consists of deeds of great valor or of deeds requiring superhuman strength

· The epic contains long catalogs of heroes or important characters, focusing on highborn kings and great warriors rather than peasants and commoners.
·  Its diction is elevated in style. It employs a formal, dignified, objective tone and many figures of speech.

· The narrative starts in medias res, in the middle of the action. Subsequently, the earlier events leading up to the start of the poem will be recounted in the characters' narratives or in flashbacks.

Traits of an Epic Hero

(you should be able to apply these all to Beowulf)

· Has "larger than life" qualities.

· Is a natural leader of others.

· Is not emotionally connected to his/her followers, even though they die for him/her and he/she fights for them.

· Defeats monsters and/or fights gods (or very bad guys).

· Has "good" on his/her side.

· Is associated with "light" and strength and values.

· Often stands alone in battle.

· Is smarter than everyone else, generally; is a problem-solver.

· Has a weakness that often destroys him/her or leads to death (is this true of Beowulf?) or almost to death.

· Is on the move - travels to find adventure.

· Is a skilled fighter.

· Is nobly born; closely identified with race, tribe, or nation
· Fights with the supernatural--often with supernatural help

· Glories in combat as testing ground for his powers

· Has only a small part in choosing his own destiny since he is fated by the powers of the gods

· The hero represents the cultural values of a race, nation, or religious group.
· The hero's success or failure will determine the fate of that people or nation.

Examples from TV and movies:  Superman, Hercules, Shane, Indiana Jones, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Luke Skywalker, Odysseus
Characteristics of Anglo-Saxons

(you should be able to apply these all to Beowulf)

· Hardy and athletic

· Wandering, seafaring tribes

· Semi-barbarous when arrived in Britain

· Strong religious and superstitious beliefs

· Worshipped Odin 

· Had grim sense of fate - Wyrd

· Liked action, fighting and contests of physical strength

· Had strong sense of fair play and good sportsmanship

· Loyalty was greatest virtue

· Generosity admired in leader

· Truthfulness important

· Accustomed to hardships

·  Possessed sense of gloom and moodiness
What else could we add based on what we learned through language, politics, religion and culture presentations?
